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ANNUAL REPORT 2023

Bill Wyndham
PRESIDENT

To my Committee, our Management Team, and our Staff - thank you for your
professionalism in dealing with our Members. It goes without saying that
Watsonia RSL owes you a debt of gratitude. To our Members, to whom we will be
forever grateful for your patronage and who together have, and | believe will
continue to support the Watsonia RSL and its program to assist and serve
Veterans, Serving Members and their families both now and in the future.

It is an honour and privilege to present this, my second
annual report as your President.

Throughout the year we have seen some incredible
changes not only in in the traditional services we provide,
but in its management. It is here that Sharon Armstrong,
Tony Fraser, Anna Dalakis and the Welfare teams they
lead, have excelled. In particular, developing the strategy
of focusing on and devising strategies to stimulate
resilience in both our Veterans, Serving Members and their
families. Anna’s Veteran Support report highlights the way
ahead.

Both ANZAC and Remembrance Days were particularly
memorable, even though the latter was on a Saturday,
both were celebrated in the traditional manner. The
attendance and support on these days from our Members,
local and wider communities was very much appreciated.

And also, the support from 135 Signal Squadron, the 39th
Army Cadet Unit from Simpson Barracks and the
Greensborough Police, were once again outstanding.

We were also fortunate to have had two highly successful
Appeals in 2023, and | commend you to read Tom
Johnson’s Appeals Report, in particular the funds raised.

These are extraordinary figures, and we owe much to Tom
Johnson (Appeals Officer and Committee Member) and
Anna Dalakis our Veteran Support Co-ordinator
respectively, and the teams they have led.

Those Volunteers who shake the tins, selling badges and
poppies in the local community, together have resulted in
two very incredibly successful Appeals. And not to forget
those Volunteers who work quietly behind the scenes.
Thanking you all.

One small but very important item that has expanded
because of the success of the business and Appeals, has
been our Primary to Secondary Schools Scholarship Fund,
which this year awarded 18 scholarships as well as a
personal gift to each recipient.

As each of the developments progress, we can expect to
see more and more changes being introduced. The effect
of these changes on our RSL and the local area is still
unknown.

Unfortunately, our car park will be under construction for
the first six months of 2024, and car parking will be limited.
But we have in the past, met change. It is the intent of the
Watsonia RSL Sub-branch Committee to meet any such
changes and manage them into our business.

Shortly you will see on our main notice board, the
projected plans of our ‘new club’. A rebuild that has
already commenced. Plans are currently progressing and
are at ‘Town Planning’ stage for approval from the State
Government and local Council. In early 2024, please look
to our notice board, and if you have any queries, please ask
your Board Members.



It is normal with re-builds, that there may be some changes
as to how the club will need to operate. If there should be
changes or limitations, | ask you to please be patient and
remember we are building for the future, and that future
includes you the Members, your families, the Service Men
and Women, and their families to whom we owe so much.

| cannot close my report without expressing my personal
thanks to two people who have been the club’s backbone.
Firstly, our club Treasurer John Inglis. His financial skills,
business acumen and foresight, have not only ensured that
we the club stayed above the water, but set a course for
the future.

And secondly to Matt Guest, for now, and for the club’s
future. His experience, knowledge and commitment to
Watsonia RSL have combined to keep our redevelopment
program on track.

Members should never forget that a Committee needs it’s
Members input, their contribution. And at this time,
Watsonia RSL needs vyour input, knowledge, and
commitment if it is to keep growing.

Now is not the time to stop. Now is the time to step up.

Our annual election is coming shortly, please start thinking
about how ‘I’ can contribute.

Bill Wyndham
President
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John Inglis
TREASURER

My sincere thanks to Matt, Santina and Kristy for their sterling efforts and
support in ensuring all financial data is properly recorded. I also thank all other
club personnel and fellow Members for their support.

The Club has had a reasonably successful year with a
number of significant changes taking place. Specifically,
purchasing new furniture in the upstairs function room
and the upgrading of gaming machines to both enhance
player experience and cut the high labour costs associated
with coin using technology. Additionally, this is after
abnormal contracted expenses related to the Bundoora
Bowling club’s return to a standalone entity.

It is also important to understand the benefits provided to
Members in terms of discounts and facilities.

The exceptionally high inflation rate increased all
expenses to new levels and our best efforts to keep pricing
to our Members as low as possible has been a major factor
in keeping our profit low when looking at what we are
trying to achieve for the future.

The Balance Sheet shows the increased value of assets due
to the replacement of a significant amount of furnishings
and gaming equipment.

The Patriotic (Building) Fund has also seen a significant
variation to its income statement and balance sheet. The
club pays rent to the building fund for use of the premises
and this business year we commence planning for its long
overdue upgrade. The investment we have made in the
planning activities have all been capitalised, thus the
significant increase in the balance sheet.

The General Appeals Patriotic Fund saw a significant
increase of income thanks to the efforts of many. It is
however very important to note that all bodies receiving
support from the club are expected to significantly
contribute to our appeals activities.

John M Inglis
Treasurer



Pat Donnelly
SECRETARY

Membership is a critical element in the success of any club. Not only have our
regulars stayed in support, but actual membership numbers could be described as
having ‘exploded’ - a growth that represents the public’s opinion of our club.

The retirement of Alan Robins our highly competent Sub-
branch Secretary, as could be expected left quite a hole in
our Committee structure. Fortunately, at the time | was
able to step into the role.

Looking back at Alan’s last Report (2022) there was the first
inkling of change as the club emerged from the restrictions
of Covid and the subtle changes and additions to the
Board’s organization, without a doubt those changes have
had a marked and positive effect on the RSL as 2023 has
shown.

Like staffing, membership is a critical element in the
success of any club. Not only have our regulars stayed in
support, but actual membership numbers could be
described as having ‘exploded’ - a growth that represents
the public’s opinion of our club.

In terms of actual growth, 2023 started with a corrected
total membership base of 4011, we finished the year with
a membership total of 6809 Members. All of whom we
have warmly welcomed to our fold.

Watsonia RSL Year on Year
Membership by Month
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Veteran Support is also a critical element in any RSL's
organisation and this role has thrived in 2023, as shown in
the Veteran Support’s report. Rather than being an after-
action involvement, it has evolved to now reaching out to
those needing help rather than waiting for them to ask.

Health and Safety are two critical elements in the operation
of any organization. These elements were highlighted and
addressed throughout the year, allowing Management to
continue to provide a safe environment for Members and
Staff.

With the club returning to profitability, the Boards has
decided to implement the delayed refurbishment program,
and plans are currently at ‘Town Planning’ stage. This re-
build is planned to commence in 2024, and it will be aligned
with the works of the North East Link, and the planned
upgrade of the Watsonia Town Centre.

Sadly, this will be my last report, as | have decided to stand
down as Secretary.

From a personal perspective | would like to convey my
thanks to the Board for their ongoing support, | wish them
all the very best for their future endeavors.

Pat Donnelly
Secretary
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Tony Fraser
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT

CEREMONIAL REPORT

This year has allowed us to conduct our Ceremonial Services without any
restrictions. We have enjoyed the full benefit of conducting our traditional
ceremonies in our community.

With the new vyear upon us we look forward to
commemorating Vietnam Veterans Day and the inclusion
of a new commemorative day which will honor our
contribution to the Middle East conflict.

ANZAC DAY 2023: Cherry Street

The Service was conducted at Mont Park Avenue of Honor,
with several residents attending and our local government
dignitaries.

ANZAC DAY 2023: Watsonia RSL

This year we again partnered with Inner FM, having both
the Dawn and Commemoration Service being broadcast
through the radio station. A big shout out to Matt Stamp
and his team for being super professional and enhancing
our Services.

The continuing commitment of the staff and the Members
of Watsonia RSL, saw another successful Dawn Service,
with a record crowd attending and enjoying a Gun Fire
Breakfast.

The Commemoration Service went without any
interruptions, for those attending including our speaker
The Honorable Colin Brooks and to Members of the
Community who chose to join in by laying their wreaths, on
behalf of the Watsonia RSL Committee and Members,
thank you.

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2023: Cherry Street

The Service was conducted at Mont Park Avenue of Honor
with some residents from the Springthorpe Estate
attending and our usual dedicated dignitaries. An
honorable Service incorporating the laying of wreaths was
undertaken.

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2023: Watsonia RSL

This year we were honored to have Matt Stamp from Inner
FM, MC the Service. Matt did an exceptional job, and we
are grateful of his efforts. Yet again the commitment of the
staff and the Members of Watsonia RSL, saw another
successful Remembrance Day Service.

We were fortunate to have our Federal MP Kate Thwaites
speak on behalf of Colin Brooks MP at short notice. Kate
did an outstanding Remembrance Day address.

The Watsonia RSL School Scholarships were presented by
Councilor Rick Garotti to all nominated students, who were
all in attendance with family, friends, and school
representatives.

Tony Fraser
Senior Vice President
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2023 VALE LIST

Jeffrey Mawkes
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Marcus Fitzgerald
Patricia Collins
Carol Wilkinson
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June Sommerville
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Maureen Beani
Donald Woods
Lisa Fahey
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Vito Arena

Kelly Wing

Social Member
Social Member
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Social Member
Social Member
Social Member
Social Member
Social Member
Social Member
Social Member
Social Member
Social Member
Social Member
Social Member
Social Member
Social Member
Social Member
Social Member
Social Member

Social Member



Anna Dalakis
VETERAN SUPPORT

As times change and modern life evolves, we have done so too, with new
programs, initiatives, community connections and networks in order to further
reach our Veteran community and local community offering them our place for

support and assistance.

This year has been a year of significant change and growth
for our Veteran and Welfare space. It has taken on many
new initiatives. Our aim remains the same, that is to serve
and meet the needs of our Veteran community. We will
continue to provide a service where Veterans’ needs and
their requests for assistance will always be met.

We recognise the contribution that our Veteran Members
have contributed in times of war and peace and to the
valuable role they hold in RSL Sub-branches. We are here
for all our Veterans and their families and our member
community.

We offer assistance and support with all aged care
services, hospital/aged care admissions, respite and all
home services. All support is maintained to ensure on
going care both in the community and aged care facilities.

Further assistance and advice with pensions, medical
appointments and transport, DVA matters and claims. We
have many internal social groups and activities that
Members and Veterans can participate in to encourage
connection and social friendships.

A new initiative for our department has been to partner
with RSL Active and further establish our connection with
the Simpson Barracks and all Serving Members in our
community. We have introduced workshops that
Members can participate in, insightful and informative. In
the last year we have focused on PTSD and all Mental
Health concerns.

We have established a grant in Jim Stephen’s honour to
pay respect for his long-standing service and commitment
to the Watsonia RSL. This grant has been used to support
the DFSS Simpson Barracks Rugby Team in their journey to
Queensland to partake in the Tri Service Competition.

The RSL also hosted a jumper presentation for the

Simpson Barracks, in which we were fortunate enough to
have Jim personally present the jumpers and the grant.

By establishing partnerships with our Service Members,
local community organisations, sporting groups and local
schools it is our aim to be able to provide support,
community services and resources to all Service Personnel
and our local community making the RSL and its Veteran
Welfare department an integral part of the growth and
development of or local area, changing the current climate
and landscape to benefit our community.

A thank you to Sharon Armstrong for all her hard work and
extensive knowledge and continued efforts supporting our
Veterans. Sharon has been instrumental in the success of
the Welfare Department. Without Sharon we would not
have been able to run this department to the extent that
we have, and we thank her for all her time and effort.

We are fortunate to have Tony Fraser our Senior Vice
President and Advocate in training on board in the welfare
space. His life experience and support has been a big
motivation in the implementation of our new programs and
initiatives. He has also partnered with David Price from
Greensborough RSL to advise on advocacy matters and
pensions. Whilst Tony is currently continuing his studies,
our collaboration with David is ensuring that we continue
to offer a quality support service with our DVA Veterans
claims.

In conclusion, the past year has been a year of change,
growth and progress. We are fortunate to have a strong
and supportive team all aligned with the same goal in mind.
We look forward to the new year further developing our
essential programs and relationships whilst focused, our
aim as always, and as it always will be is to support our
Veterans and acknowledge their ongoing contribution.

Anna Dalakis -
Veteran Support
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Tom Johnson
APPEALS OFFICER

Our aim for 2024 is to continue to grow our volunteer base and give back to our
Veterans and our community. Volunteers are the foundation of the RSL and are
valued Members of our club.

The Committee would like to extend a thank you to all
those that contributed to the success of the ANZAC and
Poppy Appeals.

We have partnered with many organisations in the
community such as Westfield Plenty Valley, Thomastown
Bunnings, Uni Hill and the Victorian Racing Commission
who have all been very supportive in allowing us to
fundraise on their premises. Their support is ongoing in our
fundraising efforts.

We would also like to mention the ongoing support and
hard work from our local retailers and sporting groups that
have allowed us to leave trays of badges and have offered
volunteers to sell badges in and around our local
community. Our volunteers are an integral part of the
success of both the ANZAC and Poppy Appeals.

A big thank you to our ADF Personnel from the Simpson
Barracks who volunteered their time to sell badges at the
MCG, VRC and the CBD. Our ADF Personnel have been a
cornerstone to the success of our Appeals campaign. Their
time and support is important and influential in raising
awareness and adding to the significance of what ANZAC
and Remembrance Day means to our community and the
financial contribution.

On that note, a special ‘thank you’ to the efforts of our
amazing volunteers; Lillian Smith, Gerry McCormick, Neil
Briggs, Bernie MacPherson and the Golden Oldies Golfers
Team that made great progress at Uni Hill. Thank you to
Ken Fostineo, Peter O’Connor and Gary Higgs for being our
drivers. Our local sellers: Kathy, Kevin, Brendan, Mary, Eric,
Jim, Brian, Yvonne, Alistair and a very special thank you to
our youngest volunteers; Ryder Robinson and Amy Stokes
- a new generation of enthusiastic volunteers that we look
forward to being a part of our team.

We are grateful to all our volunteers for all the help and
time they give us for fundraising. We would not be able to
do what we do without them. A very special thank you to
Anna Dalakis for her assistance and hard work that
contributed towards the running of our appeals.

Thank you and we look forward to 2024 Appeals being
better and stronger.

Totals for 2019

ANZAC $75,720.20
POPPY $43,368.20
TOTAL $119,088.40

Totals for 2020 (Affected by Covid-19)

ANZAC $2,408.00
POPPY $4,960.05
TOTAL $7,368.05

Totals for 2021 (Affected by Covid-19)

ANZAC $46,276.56
POPPY $17,247.90
TOTAL $63,524.46

Totals for 2022

ANZAC $53,804.59
POPPY $21,716.50
TOTAL $75,521.09

Totals for 2023

ANZAC $79,437.93
POPPY $50,750.26
TOTAL $130,188.19

Tom Johnson
Appeals Officer



Matt Guest

GENERAL MANAGER

The success of our RSL is only due to our loyal Members. You are all the life blood
of the club, and it is a supreme pleasure to be the General Manager of such a
fantastic organisation. Thank you for all your support over the past year.

As the financial year has concluded, it is now time to reflect
on all the positives and work through the challenges we
have faced in 2023. Overall, we have set new records for
our sales however have also increased the running costs in
every department. We need to find more efficiency in our
business model moving forward to balance our offering,
and this is a key focus in 2024.

We have been juggling plenty of work this year; which
includes the separation from the Bundoora Bowling Club,
finding new ways to advance our technology and of course
the co-ordination of the modernising of our beloved RSL.
Everything that we have improved this year, was in
consideration of our upcoming building works program.

Early this year we finalised the separation between the
Watsonia RSL and the Bundoora Bowling Club (BBC) after
15 years. Both clubs are now on different journeys, and |
wish the BBC Members best wishes for all their future
endeavours. A special thanks to John Roberts (Ex-
President) and his committee for all their hard work over
the years to help the Watsonia RSL maintain the venue and
make it the success it is today.

Again, our entertainment options have been busier than
ever. The fortnightly entertainment of Morning Melodies
and Saturday night bands are going to a new level with
more Members and guests attending. Don’t forget we still
have activities such as Wildflower Day Club, Bingo, Carpet
Bowls and Fitness Classes returning next year.

Managing our business is always challenging, but | am very
lucky to have a very professional Management Team. The
team lead by Steve Reid is always working hard for our
Members and | want to say a big thank you for all of your
hard work.

We have made a couple of changes in portfolios with
Assistants Shaun Pennant (Food and Beverage) and Sinem
Sert (Gaming) always working on our next offering. Great
work everyone!

Our Administration department has been super busy with
the changing of accounting systems as we have moved to
Xero. The new system will prove to be more efficient and
allow for the team to concentrate on other deliverables.
Well done to Santina and Kristy on their hard work for a
successful transition.

Our food has gone from strength to strength with the
quality of food and the value for money being better than
ever. We still have increasing costs from suppliers but will
endeavour to make sure our prices stay reasonable. New
concepts are always on offer so please come to the RSLand
try some new flavours. Congratulations to Chintha our
Executive Chef, and his fabulous team on what they have
delivered, and | look forward to next year’s new specials
and menu updates. If you are coming down to the RSL,
please don’t forget to book — you don’t want to miss out!

Reception is the face of our business with the first and last
person you see in our venue. They are tireless on delivering
the service you deserve and have done an outstanding job.
The Bus Drivers are always there to pick you up or get you
home safely — thanks again for your hard work.

Finally, to the staff — outstanding under challenging times.
Thanks again for all your support. The upskilling of staff will
still be an ongoing focus with the emphasis of being an
employer of choice, where we need to attract new staff
whilst supporting our current levels. We will be again
looking at ways to help deliver the best service to our

Members and guests.
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We have increased our attention and support in our
Veteran Welfare department under the direction of
Anthony Fraser (Senior Vice President). With our Veteran
and Community Support coordinator Anna Dalakis working
closely with Sharon Armstrong (RSL Care Coordinator) our
services are busier than ever.

As you are all aware, this area is a key area for us moving
forward as is in line with our core mission statement of
looking after Veterans and their families. We are also
working on new strategies around recruiting volunteers for
our appeals program. Congratulations to Tommy Johnson,
Appeals Volunteers and the Veteran Support team on an
excellent job. Please remember if you have some spare
time, we are always looking for help!

Banyule Council are now in the final process of starting the
Town Square Project with the demolition our RSL car park
in early 2024. Unfortunately, this is out of our control, but
we will run our courtesy bus seven days a week to help
Members to get to the RSL. | apologise for the significant
disruption that will be caused but the result will be worth
it. The approximate finish time is early June 2024.

We anticipate the Anzac Day Service will still be held in
front of the RSL — more details to follow.

North East Link are also ramping up their works program
with the drilling set to commence mid next year. This will
also affect traffic conditions on the Greensborough
Highway with the trucks leaving the work site. We will give
you regular updates when we know more.

Finally, |1 can say we are on our way to delivering our
Watsonia RSL Members a newly renovated club. This has
been years on the drawing board with the Watsonia RSL
Board working through the Strategic Plan to deliver the
best result for the Watsonia RSL Members — we are now
ready to deliver.

In saying that, we have looked at our current hospitality
environment and local competitor offerings, the new
demographics coming into the local area and our current
membership base to make sure we are offering what
Members’ and guests will expect now and into the future.

The redevelopment will entail major changes to all areas of
the club. This will be a new venue for all to enjoy and will
incorporate the latest technology.

To keep up to date please visit our website where the plans
and finishings will be, once we have the appropriate
planning and building approvals. The works program will
take approximately 18 months with the club remaining
open.

To the Watsonia Executive and Committee, thank you for
everything. Every year seems more and more challenging.
Your support has been invaluable.

Matt Guest
General Manager



ANGLING CLUB

The Watsonia RSL Anglers Club is now 24 years old, it was
started on the 4th July in 1999. Our Founding Members
would be extremely pleased to see the success of the club
they founded many years ago, especially on the busy year
we have had in 2023.

We have been on ten great trips this year, including the 8
day road trip to Merimbula, the Bendigo/Shepparton
winter week-end away, and nine Members had a great
week in Townsville and returned with plenty of fresh fish
fillets.

We also had a weekend at Lake Nillahcootie where we had
lessons in Life Jacket Self-Inspections, operating eftpos and
how to use the defibrillator. Somebody made a ‘boo boo’
and left our defibrillator behind (it had to be the President)
so that meant a detour back home to get it.

At the MYGM all Members were given (at no charge) a
high-quality fleecy lined hoodie with club logo and name
embroidered on. These were greatly appreciated by all
Members.

We held three successful Bunnings Sausage Sizzles in
March, July and November at Mill Park, and we also ran
nine Friday Night raffles at the RSL. These are our main club
fundraisers. These fundraising events helped us pay for the
annual dinner in the Watsonia RSL Bistro, the hoodies, boat
and accommodation subsidies as well as our competition
prizes.

We have picked up five new Members this year; Tommy,
Kaine, Mick, Pepe and Keith. | am sure that we have made
them all very welcome.

None of our trips or events could happen without the
behind-the-scenes work being done by our hard-working
Executive - arranging venues, booking accommodation,
buying food and supplies and generally organising things.
Also there wouldn’t be a fishing competition without our
Judge Kenny Hodgson — thank you all!

We are still looking for the wheel we lost off our trailer just
short of Cann River. It would be a bit bent and very rusty
by now — a reward is still on offer.

| would like to thank our Committee and Members for all
the help and advice | have received this year, it is
appreciated. Also, to the RSL Committee for their great and
ongoing support, and to the Members who helped with our
raffles and Bunnings BBQ's - thank you!

Phil Peirce
President

DARTS CLUB

SUMMER SEASON

Watsonia RSL had five sides competing in the 2023
Summer Season. Reds A Grade finished 5™ with six wins
for the season. Blues B Grade finished in 4th place with
eight wins, and they played against Epping Younguns in the
Semi Finals and lost 6-1.

Purples B Grade finished in 6™ place with five wins. Whites
C Grade finished 4" on the ladder with eight wins, and they
played against RSL on Bell Masuries in the Semi Finals and
lost 6-1.

Mustangs C Grade finished 7" on the ladder with four wins,
and in total there were 30 matches played over 15 weeks
at our club.

WINTER SEASON

Watsonia RSL had five sides competing in the 2023 Winter
Season. C Grade Finals were played at Watsonia RSL.

Reds A Grade finished 3™ with nine wins for the season.
Unfortunately, they had to forfeit their match in the Semi
Finals due to not being able to field a team on the night.
Blues B Grade finished in 6™ place with five wins, and
Purples B Grade finished in 7™ place with four wins.
Whites C Grade finished in 3™ place on the ladder with
eight wins. Mustangs C Grade finished 8" on the ladder
with two wins, and they played against the RSL on Bell
Masuries in the Semi Finals and lost 6-4.

In total there were 34 matches played over 14 weeks at our
club, plus 4 matches played over the 3 weeks of the C
Grade finals.

GENERAL INFORMATION

The Diamond Valley Service Clubs Darts Association
Presentation Night for 2023 was held at Watsonia RSL in
July, with over 80 players from all clubs in the competition
in attendance.

Darts will be starting up again on February the 14t 2024.
All matches are played in the Function Room upstairs every
Wednesday Night. Matches start at 8pm. All Members are
welcome to come and watch. We also have a practice every
Monday Night in the Members Lounge from 7pm.

On behalf of the Watsonia RSL Darts Club, | would like to
thank Matt Guest and his staff for their help throughout
the year. We would like to also thank the guys from the
fishing club for their help in setting up the Dart Board
frames each week in the winter season.

Lenore Mills
President
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WATSONIA RSL GOLF CLUBS
The golfing season after the end of COVID -19 in the new THURSDAY GOLDEN OLDIES
world as we know it.

Winners for the 2023 Golfing Season;
The trip to Numurkah was in early March. We had a good

turn out, and a good time was had by all Members that e Club Champion - Mick Tebbutt
attended. e Knock-Out Champion - Mick Tebbutt

e Putter of the year - Chris Paros
The club received sad news over several months with three e Aggregate winner - Steve Milburn (Steve held off a
members passing away, all due to severe illness - Eric strong field over the year to take overall honours)
Reynolds a long-time Member of our club, Koen Littler also e Medal of Medallists (Neville Spoore trophy) - Nick
a long-time Member and Brian Gibb, taken too early. A Redina

gentleman, and a great personality around our club. RIP,

sadly missed by all. Eric and Koen both passed away in  SUNDAY GOLFERS

2023. Eric and Koen were both Life Members of the Sunday

Comp. Being a Life Member constitutes ten years of \vinners of the 2023 Golfing Season;
continuous service. A job well done by both gentlemen.

e Golfer of the Year — Noel Pollock
e Knock-Out Champion — Brett Porter
e Putter of the year — Ernie Wills

Eric served within the Sunday competition, as the
handicapper for many many years, a thorough gentleman.
Koen worked on both committees serving as Captain in
both competitions on Thursdays and Sundays. He worked

2023 Championship Winners;
tirelessly for our club. RIP.

e A Grade Winner — Ernie Wills

The Watsonia RSL Golf Club would like to thank the RSL « A Grade Runner Up — Dean Littler

Committee and Management, as well as the staff, for their
generosity and support over the 2023 season. In particular,
with the Friday night Raffles and kind hospitality
assistance.

e B Grade Winner — Dadi Hardarson
e B Grade Runner Up — Rob Di Marco

e C Grade Winner — Doug Harnetty

If any Members of the RSL would like to join the Watsonia
e CGarde Runner Up — Gerard O’'Meara

RSL Golf Club we would welcome all with open arms. They
can contact any Member of the committee to do so. ) o
e Medal of Medallists — Neil Briggs

Once again, many thanks for the kind support through the
2023 season. e Numurkah Trip Winner — Neil Briggs

Neil Briggs
Vice President

Gerard O’Meara
Secretary



PIPES AND DRUMS

The Band started its rehearsals back at the Heidelberg
Repatriation Hospital this year which was fantastic as it has
been the Bands usual rehearsal venue for many years.

During January and February we were practicing hard for
upcoming competitions in March and April, but also found
time to Perform a social gig at the Eaglemont Community
Markets in February where we sported our new Watsonia
RSL 70 Birthday Cap. The caps were provided by the RSL
and complimented our uniform, whilst also protecting us
from the sun a lot more than our usual headwear.

The Band competed at the Melbourne Highland Gathering
in March where we finished a respectable 3™ overall and
3 in drumming in our Grade. We then Competed at the
Victorian Pipe Band championships in April finishing 5™
overall, 3™ in Drumming and 1% in Dress Inspection. We
also had one of our Members Beverly Hayes receive the 50
Years Service to Pipe Bands award at the Victorian
Championships.

ANZAC DAY

Prior to Anzac Day we performed street marches for the
Epping and Werribee Parades respectively and also
performed brackets back at each Sub-branch, where we
were adequately looked after by the staff and the
committee’s.

Anzac Day was quite a large day for the Band as we had a
few solo pipers performing at different Dawn Services
around the area and then the Band kicked off its day with
the Greensborough street parade. We then returned to
Watsonia where we had a solo drummer lead the flag party
to their positions prior to the street march and then the
band led the parade. We also had two pipers play slow airs
for the laying of the wreaths. Due to time conflicts, we
were again unable to march in the City street parade. We
were however treated to some refreshments in the
function room, thanks again.

We then went to Moonee Ponds to play at the Anti-Tank
Regiment Luncheon and then returned to the RSL for the
much-anticipated march into the Members Lounge to play
before ‘Stand-To’. Although this year the football was a
tense affair, so we waited until after ‘Stand-to’ to march in.
Once Again, the Band had a great time performing for the
Watsonia RSL and its patrons who were very supportive.
We finished off the day with a meal in the Bistro.

In May the Band performed at the Brunswick Scottish
Society Highland Ball for the first time in three years. Along
with the Bands normal routine we also played 15 minutes
of Waltz’s which was very much enjoyed by the large crowd
in attendance. In May we also led a street parade for the
fire brigades opening of the Plenty Fire Station and five
Members played at a 93 birthday party held at the RSL.

The Band then had some time off in July and the start of
August, before performing at the Kyneton Daffodil parade
in the street march and for patrons back at the RSL.

We got an opportunity in October to play at the Yarrambat
Heritage Society open day which was organised by the
same group who we played the 93 Birthday for. It was a
really good playout for the Band, and we all got a history
lesson that day.

We ended the year with by playing at the Eaglemont
Market Heritage Day in December which had a really large
turnout and was a good chance for the Band to get one last
practice in before the last competition of the year at
Daylesford the following weekend. The Band managed to
finish 15 place in the street march, 7™ place overall and 4t
in Drumming.

The Band thanks the continued support from the Watsonia
RSL and we look forward to representing the RSL in
competitions, street marches and community playouts in
the coming year.

On behalf of the band, we offer our best wishes for a happy
and healthy 2024.

James Ruffle
Secretary




ANNUAL REPORT 2023

LEGACY
The Legacy Widow’s Club currently has 23 Members with
two volunteers from Legacy.

Ladies have enjoyed a busy year celebrating the Centenary
of Melbourne Legacy as well as numerous outings and
meetings during the year. There was a very special
birthday with one of our ladies, Joyce Quinn celebrating
her own centenary.

Our outings for the year were an informal gathering with
Legacy’s Northern Branch Widows clubs, a Northern
Branch luncheon and a day trip to Rippon Lea Estate. Some
of the ladies also attended the Vietnam’s Veterans Service
at the Shrine of Remembrance and then onto High Tea at
Legacy House. Ladies also attended Legacy’s Widow
Remembrance Service at the Shrine and then on to lunch
at the Pullman Albert Park.

Our monthly meetings are held on the third Monday of the
month. New Members are welcome, ask at Reception for
further details.

This was our 2023;

e JAN - Welcome to the New Year & chat

e FEB - Postie Fashion

e MAR - Bingo

e MAY - Guest speakers Paul & Maureen Lucas
(Singapore Gardens)

e JUN - Bingo

e JUL-The club’s 37th birthday luncheon

e AUG - Guest Speaker Lillian Smith
(Northern Lights Holiday)

e SEP-Trivia

e OCT - Guest speaker Legatee Daryl Pinner
(Legacy Centenary Torch Light Relay)

e NOV-AGM & asing along

e DEC - Christmas luncheon break up

We are looking forward to more functions working with
President Bill Wyndham and his RSL team as well as the
team at Melbourne Legacy, expanding the social networks
for our ladies.

Legatee Veronica Kelsey

SOCIAL CLUB

As we reflect on the year, the Social Club is pleased to share
the success of our memorable trips in 2023. We extend our
sincere appreciation to all attendees; your participation is
key to making these events enjoyable and fostering
camaraderie within the group.

Four Pillars Distillery in Healesville - May 2, 2023

On May 2nd, 25 Members gathered for an enriching
experience at the Four Pillars Distillery in Healesville. The
day was filled with delightful moments as we sampled an
array of gin and cheese. A cheese and antipasto platter
were enjoyed at each of the three tables, thanks to the
seamless coordination of Peter O'Connor and Peter
McDonald, who skilfully drove the RSL buses. The day
concluded with lunch at the Healesville RSL.

Portarlington Ferry Trip - April 2, 2023

Under the clear skies of April 2nd, 37 Members embarked
on a scenic ferry trip from Docklands, courtesy of our
dedicated driver, Paul from Mees Bus Line. The weather
was perfect as we set sail, crossing the bay to
Portarlington. The Golf Club graciously arranged
transportation to their premises, where an outstanding
lunch was served. Despite the long day, which concluded
at 6:30 back at the RSL, every detail went smoothly, and
the experience was thoroughly enjoyed.

Pentridge Tour - July 9, 2023

This tour proved to be a remarkably engaging experience,
offering insights into the lives of some of the most
notorious criminals of our era. Despite the inclement
weather conditions, our group was exceptionally well-
cared-for by the knowledgeable tour guide. Moreover, the
day concluded with a delightful and satisfying lunch at the
Darebin RSL, contributing to the overall enjoyment of the
excursion.

Kilmore Cup Day

Despite the unforeseen track conditions that led to an early
conclusion after the third race, Kilmore Cup Day, attended
by 18 Members, remained a positive experience. We
appreciate the resilience of those who joined us, and while
the day was cut short, it still provided an opportunity for
camaraderie and enjoyment.

We look forward to more exciting events in the upcoming
months and appreciate your continued support.

Tricia Mawkes and Barbara Bond



WILDFLOWER DAY CLUB

The object of our Day Club is to help isolated RSL people
and members of the community to gather each week for a
chat, exercises and fun.

The Day Club started 22 years ago with the average age
being 85, it is still 85. Our wonderful over 90’s are still going
strong, being replaced with the older 70-80 year-olds.

Our numbers had dropped over the covid years, but we are
still averaging around 32 each week. It is always wonderful
to welcome new members.

The club runs each Wednesday from 10am until 2pm. New
members always welcome.

We had two lovely trips in 2023. In February, we had a
lovely day on the Puffing Billy with lunch at the Ferntree
Gully Hotel, and then in September we went to Trentham
with lunch at the Trentham Bowls Club.

We celebrated our 22" birthday in October, and Christmas
lunch in December. Thank you to Clinton Fry for
entertaining us with his saxophone at Christmas.

Our birthday party and Christmas lunches were well
catered for by Chintha and his team. Our presents put
together by Bernadette Inglis and Gay Brassiere were
greatly accepted. We appreciate Glen Fishlock for his
continued support.

Our Trade Table was a great success during the year,
helping to subsidise our day trips. Thanks to Heather
Connell, Lee MclLaren, Margo Harrington and all the
members who contribute to the Trade Tables.

Thank you to Lois Christofellis for running our raffles, and
to all of the other helpers who stand in so readily, we thank
you.

Margaret Jorgensen
Co-Ordinator




























wuri





















L
































































































PROUD
COMMUNITY SPONSORS

Fallen Diggers
DFFS Rugby Team
Bundoora Secondary College
Eltham High School
Greensborough Secondary College
Loyola College
Macleod College
Montmorency Secondary College
Reservoir High School
Viewbank College
Bundoora Bowling Club
Greensborough Bowling Club
Strathallan Golf Club
Watsonia Sporting Club
Australian Childhood Foundation
Defence School of Signals
Inner FM Radio Station
LaTrobe Village Services

Greensborough Lanes



Watsonia RSL Sub-branch Inc.
6 Morwell Avenue Watsonia VIC 3087 * Ph: 9435 4233
Www.watsoniarsl.com.au



